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C.LA. Easing Request to Exempt
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All Its Files From Information Act .

By ROBERT PEAR . |

1
!

i
Spacial 1o Toe Now Yerk Thpes H

WASHINGTON, May 28 — Lawyvers
: tor the Central Intelligence Agency and
i the American Civil Liberties Union REY
! they mayv be close to agreement op &
tormuls for amending the Freedom of
Intormation Ao o EXempt numercus
tiies reiating to the agency’s clendes-
tine operations. - ’
: Spokesmen for “the civil “Hbermies
umion said the tormuls woild preserve
public access 10 all documents that
| IUST be disclosed under current law,
' The C.1.A"s-suppor: tor ‘the-plan re.
{ fiects & mejorchange trom its previous
! insistence that it shouid beemtirely ex-
| empr from the isclosare 1ew, wELOTC.

IDation that is now availabie, we would
pever go along with this proposel,” said
Mr. Lynck, who has been involved in
litigation against the apency for the last
fight years. “The bil! relieves sthe /s

-agency of the administrative burdenaf

reviewing files whose contents are gl -
Teady exempl. 1t does not exempt any
-additional information from rejease.” .

- The key to the bill is the assumption |
that the C.L.A., becanse of its compuner-
ized file system, cap separate the fruirs
of intelligence-gatheming from sensitive
Gate about sources qf intelligence and -
‘the agenCy’s methogs in gathering the |
-foformearion. - i

| ing 10 Ernest Maverteid, deputy gen. |

| eral counse) of the intelligence agency, |
lntroduesd by Goldwater

|

‘ The compromise is contained in & bil)
lintroduced recentlv by Senator Barry
- Goidwarer, the Arizons Republican who
"is chairmen of the Senate Seiect Com-
_mirtee on lotelligence.

Unger the bill, the agency's ‘‘opera-
tonal files," which show how it gathers
intellipence, would be exempt trom dis- ‘
closure anc the egency would be re |
lieved of irs responsibility 1 search

‘such files iv response 1o information re-
- guests under ke act. But unclassified
; politice’, economic and scientific infor. |
.metion obtained through intelligence |
‘ pperations would s:l! be accessibie o |
* the public, &5 {1 is now supposed 1o be.,

Tbe Reagan Administration has oi-

- jered many proposals to limit the scope
¢! the Freedom of Intormation Act and
hec taken several sieps to preven: the
unauthorized disclosure of classified in-
; formation, leading crities charpe
i thet President Reagan s rying "1
1! achieve e new era of secrecy in the Gov.
| ernmesi. Administration officials insist
they are commitied 1o the $pirit of the
law and the origine) objectives of Con-
- gress in pessing it.

Merk E. Lynch, & sweff anorpey for

the civil liberties umior, said the Golg-

“water bill could speed disclosures be
cause the C.1.A. would no longer have to
seerch files that, in practice, vield no
reieasable docurnents, The agency has
& large backlog and is just now comply-
ing with regquests submined two or
three vears ego.

“1f we thought we were losing infor-

hrems Exempied From Search }
“The bill woulé authorizethe Director

. of Central Intellipence to designate cer- ’ agency,” Mr. Lypch said.

‘tain files as “exempt trom search, re- |
view, publication or disclosure’ unter
Freedom of Information Act.
Presumably, hic geterminations

-couwld be challenged and reviewed in

coury, just es plaintitts mey now cha)-
lenge the agency’s contention that =
gdocument should not be disclosed be
cause it is properlv classified,

*If soreope challenges & ‘classified’
starap,” Mr. Maverfeld said, “we are
obliged in cowr w justfy the classifics.
tion of every piece of paper and every
portion of the document ™

To qualify for an exempton, th- «..»
must be situated b one of __ .e

i branches of the agenty: the Directorate
. of Operations, tbe Directorate for Sc-

ence and Technology or the Ofhice of Se
curity. Under the bill, a file could be ex-
empted from the search-gnd-disclosure
requirermnents if it dealt with one of four
topics:  “scientific and trechnical”
means of collecting imtellipence, for-
eign imelligence and coumtermielli-
gence operations, backgroumd investi-
gations of potential informers and Liai.
SOD arrangements with foreign govern-
ments. . .

~

But the bill says information derived

| trom the exempt files and distributed to
- other parts of the agency has no special
protection. In addition, the agency may

be Tequired 1o search its operationsl
files for information about covert ac-
tvities whose existence has already
been confirmed by the Government.
~ Goldwater Defends Plan

“This Jegisletion does not trustrate
the essential purposes of the Freedom
o Information Act,” Mr. GolGwater
said. **Requesters will continue to bave
access to C.1.A files comaining the in-
tellipence product and to information
on policy guestions and debates on'these
policies.” - i

John Shatmuck, director of the Wash-
ington office of the civil liberties wnion,

said thatif the bill became law it might .
Aead other Federal agencies o seek ex-

‘emptions from the disclosure lew. Be
said be would be concerned abowt any
-atempts to_amend the law “in piece-
meal fashion 1o provide redief 1o ingivid-
el agencies.” -

The formula in the Goldwater bill was
tailored o the peeds of the Cenwal 1n-
telligence Agency. *Tpere is no evi-
dence that it would work for any other

Mr. Meverleld said e was speaking
for the Director of Cemral Intelligence,
Williaxn J. Casey, in saying, *“We favor
this bill:”
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